Political  Science  102 
Voter Simulation 2020
assume the perspective of the voter in the riding/state  to which they have been assigned in the election of  2019 (UK) or 2019 (Canada) or  2020 (US) .  The idea is that you will do a brief  analysis which predict and explains :

· HOW your voter would vote in this election and WHY they would choose one party or candidate over another (you must assume your voter will be voting ) Take  into account the  short and long-terms factors  which affect voting behaviour and the choices that voters make. Re- read the section of the text that deals with voting behaviour, in chapter 7 on election campaigns and voting choice.  Study, as well, the funnel  of short and long-term factors that affect voting. Then do some research and using your knowledge about the  election campaign,  the candidates, issues and voting behaviour  provide a prediction of  how your voter would vote taking into account their life situation, social background, regional factors, the positions of the parties, candidates  and the key issues at stake in the election and how your voter would view or be influenced by them.  In some cases you may find  arguments that would suggest two possible choices for your voter,  which is fine. The key is how well you analyze the voter’s choice based on our knowledge of research on voter behavior.
· HOW  the riding or state or county  would vote.      Based on your knowledge of broader factors shaping partisan preferences and the nature of your riding  see if you can figure what the riding  (UK or Canada) or state or county (US) results could  have been ( in % terms for each party) and more important WHY you would have expected such an outcome.  While the data are of course available sometimes the result is contrary to what might have been expected given past patterns.   Try to suggest why the outcome upset (if it did) expectations based on past elections. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
You should begin by gathering information on the election, the campaign and  candidates. Go to various sources reputable sources available on the internet.  Some sources and links are suggested below. I have posted  pdf book files which are a collection of articles about the UK and the Canadian elections on the course website.
You may also check party websites for past  party election promises/ platforms/ manifestos and other media.  Additional information on the candidates and past elections in the riding can also be found for Canada at  www.elections.ca and election websites in the UK.  Wikipedia often has a history and profile of constituencies in Canada and the UK just put in the name of the constituency. You  can also search by candidates names and get some additional media articles on their campaign. 
This assignment  is to explain WHY you feel your voter  would vote the way you claim they would  based on the factors discussed in readings. Then comment more broadly on the expected results of the riding or the state in terms of what factors might have affected the outcome and WHY it turned out as it did .
 While there is no correct answer, the key issue is how well you have analyzed the basis of this voter's political choice. (You should include at a very minimum two short and two long-term factors)
Write your analysis up in about  5  pages   (12 point, times new roman font double spaced   You do not need to cite all your sources just  the  urls will be fine. Include the name/number  of your voter on the title page along with your last name and course section.     
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Background Sources:
UK  

BBC information on constituencies 2019 election 

https://www.bbc.com/news/politics/constituencies/E14000948
also guardian.co.uk 
Canada
CBC information on 2019 election and constituencies

https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2019/results/
also CTV, Global and many newspaper can be searched for articles 

US

New York Times

Washington Post

CNN

https://www.cnn.com/election/2020/electoral-college-interactive-maps#build-your-own
Wikipedia also has histories and descriptions of elections in Canada and the UK which you can find by searching for the constituency name.
Our library has a book on the The Canadian federal election of 2019
by Jon H Pammett 1944-, Chris Dornan available as an ebook 
I have uploaded a book on the UK election as a pdf 
